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From the President
Dan MacLeod

Seeing as how this is the last issue of Dock Talk for
this season, | guess the season is really over. Time
to put the boat to bed, put the lawn chairs away
and lament about how short the summer was. This
leads me to comment, “What’s Irish and stays out
all winter?? Patio Furniture.

On to more positive thoughts, the open
competition for the design to emblazon our
Regatta T Shirts is still open and remain open until
May 24/2010. The response has been sporadic;
therefore we decided to keep the submission open
until the Annual Meeting in May 2010.

The Website will be featuring a Volunteer “Roll
Call” section, featuring positions for upcoming
events that need to be filled. Examples that come
to mind are the Regatta (Winner sheet runners,
prize buyers etc.) and the Bottle Run (runners to
pick up bottles and run to the collection barge).

| feel that if our membership knew that volunteers
were needed and have advance knowledge of
these events, more people would be giving of their
time.

It has been decided that the Thunder Box Contest
will be put off for next year, however it will be run
in the near future.

Your Executive had a busy year what with the new
Dam Dock, replacing roofs, making sure all the fire
pumps and hazard lights were working and testing
the water quality. These actions are not

completed on their own. While being President is
both a gratifying and rewarding role, it is the
efforts of the Executive and volunteers throughout
the season that makes all the functions happen.
The HLPOA executives are a dedicated, committed
group and are a pleasure to work with and we also
have fun. Thanks very much to all of you. If you
happen to meet these people | would ask you to
say thank you and if you want to get involved,
please call me.

Do take care and have a safe winter.

As always if there are any questions or concerns
with the HLPOA, please call me.

Regards,

Dan MaclLeod

President

Cell 416-723-1999

E-mail danjohnmac@rogers.com

Mark Your Calendar Now!

T-shirt contest: Deadline has been
extended to May 24/2010. The
contest is open to cottagers to
submit drawings to commemorate
the 2010 regatta.

Criteria includes Healey Lake,
Regatta and your imagination.
Contestants are invited to scan their
creation and e-mail to Dan MacLeod.



The Hospital Beat

Over the summer Dock Talk has been reporting on
the process for acquiring and dispensing antivenom
serum for treating poisonous Eastern Massassauga
Rattlesnake bites and also the need the hospital has
for new ventilators.

First the antivenom situation: there is currently no
central depot to track the number of snakebites but
the West Parry Sound Health Centre (WPSHC)
Foundation is reporting that 9 of the 14 bites that
they are aware of were treated in the Emergency
Dept . and Intensive Care Unit of their facility. This is
in fact providing a regional service from an institu-
tion that is basically funded as a local hospital.

At a cost of more than $20,000. to treat a single
snakebite, the administration remains hopeful that
they can recover these dollars from the Ministry of
Health.

On Nov. 12, WPSHC reported the arrival of very
much needed equipment: two
ventilators and an IV pump .

This past summer saw the air
ambulance land 27 times at the
WPSHC. We are most fortunate to
have access to health care in our own
recreational backyard.

Contact your MPP if you want to encourage funding

for the antivenom treatment programme. If you

would like more information or would like to

donate to the WPSHC, you can do so by contacting

the Foundation office at

e Tel: 1888 262-0436

e Online at http://wpshcf.com/newslet-
ter.html?action=view&id=13

A Word to the Wise
Cell Phones & Fueling

If you don’t want your cell phone to light up your
life, think about this little device when fueling
your vehicle.

A variety of incidents have been documented:

e A phone placed on a trunk lid rang during
fueling and fire destroyed the car and the
fire pump,

¢ Answering the phone during fueling
ignited the gasoline fumes and resulted in
severe burns to the person’s face,

e Aringing phone in a person’s pocket
resulted in burns to the thigh and groin.

So... Four rules for safe fueling include:
e Turn off the engine of your vehicle,
e Do not smoke,
e Do not use your cell phone. Turn it off or
leave it in the vehicle,
e Do not reenter the vehicle during fueling.
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Gone Missing!

Hamer

‘ Johnson 's Ma : i e 198 ‘ -
M Ltd. SAILBOATS & RIGGING

A small boat trailer that was taken
from the trailer parking lot (by the

marinas) just before the

Thanksgiving weekend. The trailer was old,

CERTIFIED MECHANICS

white and unlicensed but is still valuable for small

boat removal on the lake. If someone mistakenly 7 DAYs A WEEK
thought that it was abandoned, we would 8 A.M- - 8 P.M.
appreciate being contacted so we can retrieve it in

the Spring. Contact: Dan Macleod ® SALES L SERVICE L4 HENTALS

Apple Dip {g;,’; EVINRUDE ~;o0x~x0

2 blocks of Philadelphia Cream Cheese Johnsan PENTA
1 cup of brown sugar Jonnsan.

1 container of Sheriffs caramel sauce ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
4 - 6 Skors chocolate bars

Blend together cream cheese and brown sugar 375-2232

. . . . . www.hamerbaymarine.com
in mixing bowl. Spread mixture on flat serving 1 km off H . Tak b MacTi
plate (with edges). Microwave caramel sauce for m ot Hwy: on Lake Joseph, MacTicr

a few seconds to loosen it, and pour it over the
cream cheese. Chop Skors chocolate bars
(finely) and crumble on top of the caramel
sauce. Chill. .Serve with Granny Smith apples. ' ‘\ ‘ Kim & Ann Norris

Tel: (705) 746-2727
MA C T IER Fax: (705) 746-4162
rOODLAND

Email
Fresh meats, fruits & vegetables

Vour vinetowine @vianet.on.ca
Wine Making Establishment

Large selection of groceries

with weekly specials

Deli Bake Shop & Cakes

1 Mall Drive, Unit 4
Parry Sound, Ontario
ADivision of 2052062 Ontario Limited P2A 3A9

485 High Stree
Fruit & Veggie Trays hjﬂcﬁc]n 5{}“ MIIS](.()](EI
Barbecued Chicken to Go 375-2007 Station
Leadbetter's Meats N - Store

OPEN MON-SAT

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 9:00 - 6:00

r g |E’_"i = * Sears Catalogue

Masie: ==y =2

A 9 , * Lotto Centre

_mm'i"fscr:rm * Carlton Cards

(705) 375-2620  Fax: (705) 375-0308 % Gilts for All Occasions




GORDON BAY

 Grustad by General@ons

Salos / Sorvics / Pamts / Mevessonies / Dotwilng / Gruphics / Top Shop

gordonbay.com 705 375-2623

Located on “Gordom Bay” Lake Joseph, South of Parry Sownd on Hwy 88

NNNA Cartifisd Daalarship, and s Racagnizsd ONMA B Anchor Claan Harine



WM Chagted Furmniture

Visit us and browse through our large selection of furniture
and aceessories for all your indoor
and ou tdu, ]:m:H. including
indoor .lr witdoor area rugs, deck
1:11 nr.i more. ]u xury a r_{

17 Parr}r Sound Dr. 746-5100 1-866-746-5101
www.harrisfurniture.ca Email: sales@harrisfurniture.ca

| AL GATES |

CONTRACTING

SERVING ALL YOUR
COTTAGE NEEDS

* PLUMBING

e RENOVATIONS
e ELECTRICAL
e DECKS  DOCKS

Home 705-375-0839
Cell 705-746-6731

CALL AL

Email: algates@bell.hlaukherry.net

BEV KEALL

BULLDOZING & TRUCKING

FILTER SAND & GRAVEL
SEPTIC TANKS
& SYSTEMS

MACTIER, ONTARIO
POC 1HO

(705) 375-2638

1L

HDFI:.MAE BUILDALL

Ti MFPMB

Normac Buildall TIM-BR Mart
MacTIER, Ontario
PO, Box 160 POC THO

Serving Healey Lake and
District Cottagers Since 1963

Quality Building Materials
Plumbing * Electrical
and Septic Supplies

Equipment Rentals

(705) 375-2051




Loons ...

prepare for winter
Nancy Gilchrist

summer has quickly slipped by us once again. Our
weather was certainly not record for heat but
nevertheless any day spent at the cottage is truly
appreciated. Loons were spotted in many locations
on our lake and the last weekend in August

| spotted a loon parent and their one young loon
fishing in back bay. If anyone else saw any young

| would appreciate a telephone call
(705-375-2324) for | will be completing
the loon survey for our lake soon and it
is important to have as accurate
information as possible.

This issue | wanted to concentrate on
the loons and their behaviour as well as
the rogue or “floater” loons.

Loons are perceived as very calm “peaceful” birds
that bring joy to many cottagers. Loons are large,
usually the largest swimming creature on the lake
and they assert their dominance by bold
intimidation. Although they can intimidate some
other animals, loons don’t always use their power.
Beavers, one of the only animals that can match the
loon’s size do not shy away from confrontations
with loons. Mother ducks with their brood of
ducklings in tow have much to fear. | have
researched information , but have heard of nothing
similar happening on our lake, of loons diving at a
distance and swimming to the ducklings. Typically,
the ducklings disappear as they are pulled below the
surface and are killed, but are not eaten. Larger
ducklings and adults are killed by a powerful thrust
of the loons sharp bill into the abdomen. Even
Canada geese, which are large and aggressive birds
are vulnerable to attacks from loons. While the
duck —killing behaviour of loons is not common and
widespread, it happens often enough to make
scientists wonder what purpose it plays in the life of
loons. The aggressive side of the loon’s personality
is clearly demonstrated by these behaviours
although there is not a clear understanding of why it
occurs.
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Loons have also been documented to harass other
animals that are not aquatic. Believe it or not they
have been observed harassing a black bear that was
attempting to swim across a lake. A group of loons
has also surrounded a coyote that was swimming
across a lake. At first the coyote was trying to catch
the loons as they called, swam and dove around it.
After a few minutes the coyote moved away from
the loon group, but some of them continued to
harass it. Before it could reach shore, it became
fatigued and drowned. It is hard to believe that
those peaceful birds can be this aggressive.

Many large lakes, particularly in areas
with high loon populations, have small
or large groups of adult loons that are
not members of a breeding pair. They
move around to nearby lakes
throughout the summer, and on any
one day, several or all of them may be
in an identifiable group. Loon experts
refer to members of these groups as
rogue loons or “floaters”. Floaters are
adult loons who don’t have territories or mates.
They are capable of breeding and sometimes take
over a territory during the summer or in a future
year. Floaters arrive soon after the territorial pairs
in the spring and stay on the lakes until fall
migration. Not all members of a floater group are
non-breeders. Occasionally, a member of a
breeding pair from a small nearby lake flies to a
large lake to feed and join the group for a time.

"

Floater groups trespass into the territories of
nesting pairs frequently. During the incubation
period, the loon not on the nest typically joins the
group and interacts non-aggressively with them.
The group swims together, and it appears that the
territorial loon tries to lead them out of the area. At
times, the peaceful nature of the group becomes
agitated and aggressive displays occur.

Occasionally, both members of a territorial pair

will join the group, particularly in late summer.

After the chicks have hatched, the floater groups
pose a threat to the territorial pairs. When they
approach a territory boundary or a nursery area, the
pair moves out to intercept them and escort them
away. The chicks are often sent into the weeds



along the shoreline where they wait until they are
retrieved by the adults. Floater loons sometimes Kkill
young loon chicks. The purpose of these attacks is
related to natural selection and is a common occur-
rence in the animal world.

The loons on our lake have headed south for the
winter. Here are some migrating facts about the
Common Loon. During September, group feeding is
quite common as loons gather on larger lakes while
migrating. Our loons will be migrating south
sometime in the month of October to the area
around the Gulf of Mexico. For the loons to be able
to “take off” from any lake, the loon runs along the
surface into the wind. The distance needed to gain
flight depends on wind speed; in calm times the bird
may run as far as several hundred meters

before it gains enough speed to take off.

Young loons must wait until their flight feathers
grow and their wings are strong enough which
usually doesn’t occur until late November.

Loons are usually found in groups on the wintering
grounds in the Gulf of Mexico. The Common Loon is
flightless for a few weeks after moulting all of its
wing feathers at the same time in midwinter. All
loons have grayish feathers in the winter time (they
lose their distinctive black and white checker
markings and white necklace). Immature birds
resemble adult birds in winter plumage however the
white feathers of the belly and wing are present all
year long. Loons moult again in late winter

before returning to nesting grounds in spring. The
dull winter coat is replaced by their beautiful black
and white coat.

Next spring, the loons will return in pairs, when the
ice starts melting, to their nesting grounds to claim
their territory. They are solitary nesters. Until
recently, loons were thought to mate for life.
Banding studies have shown that loons will
sometimes switch mates after a failed nesting
attempt even between nestings in the same
season.

If anyone has any information they would like to
share about the loons on our lake or have any con-
cerns about the loons please feel free to

contact me, Nancy Gilchrist at 705-375-2324 in the
summer months.

One other interesting fact to leave you with about
our Common Loon is that they are related to the
penguin and their life expectancy may be any-
where between 15 and 30 years.

Have a wonderful winter and see you all next year
on the lake.

Bear Essentials

In the early Fall Eunice MacLeod mentioned that
Ken Ludlow, long time cottager on the north shore
of Healey Lake had what so many cottagers had
reported this summer — a bear visit. Since it was an
extraordinary visit, Dock Talk followed up with
Ken.

On a recent Sunday afternoon, a cub

accompanied by mother bear appeared on Ken’s
property. Of course mother bear was not about

to leave until her offspring was ready to move on
but in due time they both meandered off. Over the
next couple of days, there was evidence of more
bear visits with clear paw marks evident on the
van. But more surprises were still to come: the fol-
lowing morning the sliding door of the van was
open and the door latch had been moved. Ken was
able to adjust the latch and close the door but the
bear was not finished yet. The next day

the latch had been removed and once again the
sliding van door was standing open. This time how-
ever there was no easy fix. Ken tied the

sliding door closed and following his prearranged
plan drove to Toronto where he was able to have
the car dealership repair the door - at

considerable expense.

Prior to the bear visit, Ken had done some

grocery shopping and had stored a bag of
potatoes and onions in his van thinking this

would be a cooler spot than in the cottage.
Although there was no damage in the van, in
hindsight he thinks this was the attraction.

In the end those were two expensive bags of
veggies.




Stay Connected!

Just a reminder to stay connected by accessing the

website at www.healeylake.org. Ralph Courtney T-'

Septic Seruices
kindly responded to our web master Dave Duggan’s

request for photos. Following is a sneak preview. % 53Ftiﬂ & Hmdi”g Tank F""‘Pﬂ“tf’

Don’t miss Ralph’s amazing photos that have been * |sland, Water, Mainland
posted to the web site.

Questions! Comments! Contact Dave Duggan via the

web site. 705-375-2797 T05-765-5777

BEN’'S MARINE SERVICES
guality pre-owned boats
Highway 11, just 10 minutes north of Barrie
17 Booth St., R.R. 2 Hawkstone, ON LOL 1TO

Ben Ramola

Phone: 705 487-6600 Fax: 705 487-6603
E-mail: ben@bensmarine.ca

How's Your PorTFOLIO DOING?

Since inception in 2000, the Nick Majendie Independence Canadian Income Growth Account has
delivered admirable returns, well ahead of the benchmark. Here’s our Eight — Year track record showing
our average performance results™ per year:

.i"'IDEPENDEI'"lCE CANADIAN INCOME GROWTH ACCOUNT

T 15.6% rer annum

Benchmark: 6.5%
10% Scotia Bond, 65% S&P/TSX 80,
25% S&P/TSX Capped Trust

Sour free information package on Nick's
roach, please call me at (416) 869-73406, or
! B e Ay
i jail me at george_youngberg@canaccord.com
GEORGE YOUNGHERS ! |
TrvESTMENT AR ] 1

*|NpDEPENDENCE AcCoU

Belinimum Investmens S 100000

i neceszanly indicative of fulure performance. Parfoemance is before fieas.
Bndence Canadian Income Growdh a2 of DF: al, 2007,




NEW NON-CURRENT
BOATS FROM 16 - 34 FEET
= BOAT TOPS & CUSTOM

UPHOLSTERY
M A R 1N E e GEL REPAIRS

= HEATED SHOWROOM

m =« OPEN ALL WINTER

WE BUY BOATS

7os 21 -8B4886

VISIT OUR NEW LARGER SHOWRODOMN:

HORSESHOE VALLEY RD & HWY 27 BARRIE
(9 MILES NORTH OF GEORGIAN MALL)

E-Mail: blue. moon@sympatico.ca
Vi Site: wawew b luermoonmarine . ca

FAaX: 705 721-6616

annett

G. BRUNATTI & SONS LTD. COnfracﬁ ng

Manufacturers of

boat covers, ;
R * Septic Systems

upholstery '
st  Plumbing Systems

awnings [ Col'i'{]ge Service
Over 50 years :
in the * Barge Service
cover industry

85 River St., Robert (Bob) Barrett
Parry Sound, Ontario P2A 218

Tel: (705) 746-5622  Fax (705) 746-8688 (705) 375-1764




MENNO VAN HARTEN
ONTARIO LAND SURVEYOR

Cottage Properties * Shore Road Allowance Surveys « Subdivisions

+ Site Plans for Building Permits + Land Severences + Building Layout
RR #1, PO, Box No. A-415, Coldwater, ON LOK 1E0

Phone: (705) 756-1317

Fax; (705) 756-2089

Emal Harsurv@xplomet com

OVER 30 YRS, EXP.
FREE ESTIMATES
METAL, ASPHALT
| —-I_I AND CEDAR
LARRY LANCE AND
LARRY LANCE JR. ROOFING

Box 223
MACTIER, GNTARID POD 1HO

LARRY LANCE JR. LARRY LANCE
(705) 375-5770 [705) 375-5043

The Final Word

Selling or Buying on Healey Lake
' CALL ME....

IR o Sescris

ROYALLEPAGE iz Estrfe Code

PeterWatkmsan

SERVING PARRY SOUND, MUSKOKA & GEORGIAN BAY AREAS

There is just about enough space left for me to say
“thanks” to Nancy Gilchrist for the interesting
journey that we have been on with the loons. After
reading her informative and knowledgeable
columns in Dock Talk, | have had a new
appreciation as | have watched these lovely birds.
Obviously we humans are not the only ones with
complex lives.

And now as the final issue of 2009 goes to press, my
wish for each of you is that you will know the peace
and joy that truly is Christmas. From my

family to yours, Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year!

Here’s to the 2010 cottage season. Until the next
time ...
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